
DIBELS 8th Edition Nonsense Word Fluency Benchmark NWF 3 .Middle 

Examiner script 

Look at this word (Point to the first word on the practice form). 

It's a make-believe word. Watch me read the word: /h/ /a/ /p/ 'hap.' (Point to each letter then run your finger fast 
beneath the whole word). 

I can say the sounds of the letters, /h/ /a/ /p/ (point to each letter), or I can read the whole word 'hap.' (Run your 
finger fast beneath the whole word). 

Your turn to read a make-believe word. Read this word the best you can. (Point to the word "!um"). 

Make sure you say any sounds you know. 

CORRECT 

Student responds "!um" or with all of the 
That's right. The sounds are /1/ /u/ Im/ or 'lum.' 

sounds 

INCORRECT Remember, you can say the sounds, or you can say the whole word. 

Student does not respond within l 
Watch me: the sounds are /1/ /u/ /m/ (point to each letter) or 'lum.' 
(Run your finger fast through the whole word). Let's try again. Read this 

seconds or responds incorrectly word the best you can. (Point to the word "lum"). 

(Place the student copy of the form in front of the student.) 

Here are some more make-believe words (point to the student form). Start here (point to the first word) and go 
across the page (point across the page). 

When I say 'Begin', read the words the best you can. Point to each letter and tell me the sound Q.[ read the 
whole word. Put your finger on the first word. Ready? Begin. 

Reminders 

Start timer After you say Begin. 

Prompts Student hesitates: wait 3 seconds; point to the next letter/word, and say "Keep going"; mark the missed 
sound/word as incorrect. 

Discontinue Student does not get any sounds correct in the first 5 words: discontinue NWF. 
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sig tet hin 

/s//i//g/ /ti/el/ti /h//i//n/ 

dit nid nop 

/d//i//t/ /n//i//d/ /n//o//p/ 

mab worn sud 

/m//a//b/ /w//o//m/ /s//u//d/ 

sibe lorm gid 

/s//1//b/ /1//or//m/ /(g/j)//i/ /d/ 

wug lerm phin 

/w//u//g/ /1//er//m/ /f//i//n/ 

fup gug carm 

/f//u//p/ /g//u//g/ /k//ar//m/ 

leb ham nept 

/1//e//b/ /h//ar//n/ In/ /el Ip/ /ti 

yife gute snet 

/y//1//f/ lgl/ool/tl Isl In/ /el /ti 

shing kide scun 

/sh/ /i/ Ing/ /k//1//d/ /s//k//u//n/ 

glent thist flong 

I gl Ill I el In/ /ti /th/ /i/ Isl /ti /f//1/ /o//ng/ 

smeat rount yope 

Isl /ml /El /ti /r//ow//n//t/ /y//0//p/ 

snain thaid cround 

/s//n// A//n/ /th//A//d/ /kl Ir/ fowl Inf Id/ 

shob swong pilt 

/sh//o//b/ Isl lw/ lo/ Ing/ Ip/ Ii/ Ill /ti 

preal toach swem 

Ip/ Ir/ /El Ill /t//0//ch/ /s//w//e//m/ 

tusty phept bloud 

/ti /u/ Isl /ti /El If/ le/ Ip/ !ti /b//1//ow//d/ 
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nem 

/n//e//m/ 

lig 

/1//i//g/ 

pim 

/p//i//m/ 

fide 

/f//1//d/ 

durn 

/d//er//n/ 

lond 

Ill lo/ /n//d/ 

telt 

It/ le/ Ill /ti 

phing 

/f//i//ng/ 

trep 

/ti Ir/ /el Ip/ 

yade 

/y//A//d/ 

stoom 

Isl /ti loo/ /ml 

splot 

Isl Ip/ Ill lo/ /ti 

pham 

/f//a//m/ 

snun 

Isl /n//u//n/ 

luel 

/1//oo//l/ 

Benchmark NWF 3 .Middle 
continued 

CLS WRC 

lan 

/1//a//n/ 
/15 /5 

het 

/hi /el /ti 
/15 /5 

tur 

/ti/er/ 
/14 /5 

serm 

Isl/er/Im/ 
/15 /5 

hurd 

/h//er//d/ 
/15 /5 

whed 

/w//e//d/ 
/16 /5 

yig 

/y//i//g/ 
/17 /5 

rolt 

Ir/ IOI Ill /ti 
/17 /5 

grend 

lg/ Ir/ /el /n//d/ 
/19 /5 

swun 

Isl lwl /u//n/ 
/20 /5 

flust 

/f/ Ill /u//s//tl 
/20 /5 

bloint 

/b//1/ /oy//n//t/ 
/22 /5 

shamp 

/sh//a//m/ Ip/ 
/18 /5 

seach 

/s//E//ch/ 
/18 /5 

grunk 

lg/ Ir/ /u//n//k/ 
/21 /5 
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nendy splop phink 

/n//e//n//d/lE/ Isl Ip/ Ill lo! Ip/ /f/ /i/ Ing/ /kl 

gead sifty snount 

/(g/j)//(E/e)//d/ Isl Ii/ If/ !ti IE/ Isl In/ fowl In/ It/ 

poost spinky tenob 

/pl loo! Isl /ti Isl Ip/ I i/ /ng/ /k/ /El It/ /(E/e)/ In/ lo! /bl 

gaid spilty froal 

/g//A//d/ Isl Ip/ Ii/ Ill /ti IE/ /f/ /r/ /0//1/ 

blosty inmink kound 
/b/ /1/ /(o/0)// s/ /ti /El /i/ /n/ / m/ /i/ /ng/ /k/ /kl low/ In/ Id/ 
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sispy 

Isl Iii Isl Ip/ IE/ 

trasp 

/ti /r/ /a/ Isl Ip/ 

naspent 
In/ la/ Isl Ip/ le! In/ It/ 

smound 
Isl /ml fowl Inf Id/ 

ninpift 
/ n/ /i// n/ /p/ /i//f/ It/ 

Benchmark NWF 3 .Middle 
continued 

CLS WRC 

sneen 

Isl In/ IE/ In/ 
/23 /6 

tinky 

/ti Iii Ing/ /kl IE/ 
/23 /6 

lacky 

Ill I al /kl IE/ 

/26 /6 

ervist 

/er/ /v/ /i/ Isl /ti 
/23 /6 

grilty 

/g/ /r/ /i//1//t/ IE/ 
/29 /6 

Total Correct 
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